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Iicant: Jean Ellen Johnson Attorney Docket No. STEA-1-1001 

Serial No.: 10/714,512 Group Art Unit: 3617 

Filing Date: November 14, 2003 Examiner: Avila, S.P. 

Title: INTERNAL BODY ENCIRCLING BELT FOR PERSONAL FLOTATION 
DEVICES 

RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 

TO THE COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS: 

AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE 

Amendments to the claims begin on page 2 of this paper. Remarks begin on page 13 of 
this paper. 
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In the Claims: 



Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended): A system for a covered belt for a personal flotation device, 
the system comprising: 

a buoyant material, having a first side arranged to face towards a body of a user of the 
device, and a second side arranged to face away firom the body; 

a cover, arranged to cover at least a portion of the second side of the buoyant material; 
and 

a belt, arranged to encircle a portion of the body, positioned between at least a portion 
of the cover and the second side of the buoyant material, the belt passing through 
the cover at at least one location, the belt being stitched to the cover neaF adjacent 
the at least one location where the belt passes through the cover. 

2. (Original): The system of Claim 1, wherein the cover includes stretchable fabric. 

3. (Original): The system of Claim 2, wherein the stretchable fabric includes 



4. (Original): The system of Claim 1, wherein the belt includes nylon webbing. 

5. (Original): The system of Claim 1, wherein the belt is arranged to encircle the 



6, (Original): The system of Claim 1, wherein the belt is stitched to the cover at at 



neoprene. 



body. 



least two locations. 
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7. (Original): The system of Claim 6, wherein the cover includes a first lateral edge, 
and a second lateral edge, iand the belt is stitched to the cover near the first lateral edge and the 
second lateral edge. 

8. (Original): The system of Claim 1, wherein the belt passes through the cover at at 
least one location. 

9. (Canceled) 

10. (Previously Amended): The system of Claim 8 wherein the belt being stitched to 
the cover near the at least one location where the belt passes through the cover includes being 
stitched with a bar tack. 

1 1 . (Original): The system of Claim 8 wherein the belt passes through the cover at at 
least two locations. 

12. (Original): The system of Claim 1 1 wherem the belt is stitched to the cover near 
the at least two locations where the belt passes through the cover. 

13. (Original): The system of Claim 12 wherein the belt is stitched to the cover near 
the at least two locations where the belt passes through the cover includes being stitched with a 
bar tack. 

14. (Original): The system of Claim 1 wherein the belt being stitched to the cover at 
at least one location includes being stitched with a bar tack. 

15. (Previously Amended): A personal flotation device, the device comprising: 

at least one segment of buoyant material, having a first side arranged to face towards a 
body of a user of the device, and a second side arranged to face away fi-om the. . . 



body; 
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fabric. 



at least one cover, arranged to cover at least a portion of the second side of the segment 

of buoyant material; and 
a belt, arranged to encircle the body, positioned between at least a portion of the cover 
and the second side of the buoyant material, the belt passing through the cover from 
inside to outside at at least one location, the belt stitched to the cover approximately 
adjacent the at least one location where the belt passes through the cover. 

16. (Original): The system of Claim 15, wherein the cover includes stretchable 

17. (Original): The system of Claim 16, wherein the stretchable fabric includes 

neoprene. 

1 8. (Original): The system of Claim 1 5, wherein the belt includes nylon webbing. 

19. (Original): The system of Claim 15, wherein the belt is stitched to the cover at at 
least two locations. 

20. (Original): The system of Claim 19, wherein the cover includes a first lateral 
edge, and a second lateral edge, and the belt is stitched to the cover near the first lateral edge and 
the second lateral edge. 

21. (Original): The system of Claim 15, wherein the belt passes through the cover at 
at least one location. 

22. (Original): The system of Claim 21 wherein the belt passes through the cover at 
at least two locations. 

23. (Original): The system of Claim 22 wherein the belt is stitched to the cover near 
the at least one location where the belt passes through the cover. 
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24. (Original): The system of Claim 23 wherein the belt is stitched to the cover near 
the at least two locations where the belt passes through the cover. 

25. (Original): The system of Claim 23 wherein the belt is stitched to the cover 
includes being stitched with a bar tack. 

26. (Currently Amended): A system for a covered belt for a personal flotation device, 
the system comprising: 

a buoyant material, having a first side arranged to face towards a body of a user of the 
device, a second side arranged to face away from the body, and a first lateral edge, 
and a second lateral edge; 

a stretchable cover, arranged to cover the second side of the buoyant material, having 
an inside facing towards the buoyant material and an outside facing away fi:om the 
buoyant material; and 

a belt, arranged to encircle a portion of the body, positioned between at least a portion 
of inside of the cover and the second side of the buoyant material, the belt passing 
from the inside to the outside through the cover at a first location aew adjacent the 
first lateral edge and from the inside to the outside at a second location near 
adjacent the second lateral edge, and the belt stitched to the cover aew adjacent the 
first location and new adjacent the second location. 

27. (Original): The system of Claim 26, wherein the stretchable fabric includes 



neoprene. 



28. 



(Original): The system of Claim 26, wherein the belt includes nylon webbing.* 
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29. (Previously Amended): A personal flotation device, the device comprising: 
a back segment of buoyant material, having a first side arranged to face tov^ards a body 
of a user of the device, and a second side arranged to face aw^ay from the body, and 
having a first right lateral edge and a first left lateral edge, 
a right front segment of buoyant material, having a third side arranged to face towards a 
body of a user of the device, a fourth side arranged to face away firom the body, a 
second right lateral edge and a second left lateral edge, the right firont segment 
attached to the back segment near the first right lateral edge and the second right 
lateral edge; 

a left fi-ont segment of buoyant material, having a fifth side arranged to face towards a 
body of a user of the device, and a sixth side arranged to face away fi-om the body, a 
third right lateral edge and third left lateral edge, the left fi-ont segment attached to 
the back segment near the first left lateral edge and the third left lateral edge, the 
left front segment arranged to be detachably linked to the right firont segment near 
the second left lateral edge and the third right lateral edge; 

a back cover of stretchable fabric arranged to cover at least a portion of the second side; 

a right firont cover of stretchable fabric arranged to cover at least a portion of the fourth 
side; 

a left fi-ont cover of stretchable fabric arranged to cover at least a portion of the sixth 
side; 

at least one belt, arranged to encircle the body, sandwiched between at least a portion of 
the back cover and the back segment, sandwiched between at least a portion of the 
right fi^ont cover and the right firont segment, and sandwiched between at least a 
portion of the left front cover and the left front segment, the at least one beh 
stitched at at least one location to the back cover, stitched at at least one location to 
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the right front cover, and stitched at at least one location to the left jfront cover, 
wherein the belt passes through the cover at at least one location and is stitched to 
the cover near where it passes through. 

30. (Original): The system of Claim 29, wherein the stretchable fabric includes 

neoprene. 

3 1 . (Original): The system of Claim 29, wherein the belt includes nylon webbing. 

32. (Original): The system of Claim 29, wherein the belt is stitched to the back cover 
at at least two locations. 

33. (Original): The system of Claim 32, wherein the back cover includes a first right 
edge, and a first left edge, and the belt is stitched to the cover near the first right edge and the 
first left edge. 

34. (Previously Amended): A personal flotation device, the device comprising: 

a back segment of buoyant material, having a first side arranged to face towards a body 
of a user of the device, and a second side arranged to face away from the body, and 
having a first right lateral edge and a first left lateral edge, 

a right fi-ont segment of buoyant material, having a third side arranged to face towards a 
body of a user of the device, a fourth side arranged to face away firom the body, a 
second right lateral edge and a second left lateral edge, the right fi-ont segment 
attached to the back segment near the first right lateral edge and the second right 
lateral edge; 

a left fi-ont segment of buoyant material, having a fifth side arranged to face towards a 
body of a user of the device, and a sixth side arranged to face away fi^om the body, a 
third right lateral edge and third left lateral edge, the left fi-ont segment attached to 
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the back segment near the first left lateral edge and the third left lateral edge, the 

left fi-ont segment arranged to be detachably linked to the right front segment near 

the second left lateral edge and the third right lateral edge; 
a back cover of stretchable fabric arranged to cover at least a portion of the second side; 
a right front cover of stretchable fabric arranged to cover at least a portion of the fourth 

side; 

a left front cover of stretchable fabric arranged to cover at least a portion of the sixth 
side; 

at least one belt, arranged to encircle the body, sandwiched between at least a portion of 
the back cover and the back segment, sandwiched between at least a portion of the 
right front cover and the right front segment, and sandwiched between at least a 
portion of the left front cover and the left front segment, the at least one belt 
stitched at at least one location to the back cover, stitched at at least one location to 
the right front cover, and stitched at at least one location to the left front cover, 
wherein the belt passes through the back cover at at least two locations. 

35. (Original): The system of Claim 34 wherein the belt is stitched to the back cover 
near the at least two locations where the belt passes through the back cover. 

36. (Original): The system of Claim 29, wherein the belt is stitched to the rigjit front 
cover at at least two locations. 

37. (Original): The system of Claim 36, wherein the right front cover includes a first 
right edge, and a first left edge, and the belt is stitched to the cover near the first right edge and 
the first left edge. 
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38. (Previously Amended): A personal flotation device, the device comprising: 
a back segment of buoyant material, having a first side arranged to face towards a body 
of a user of the device, and a second side arranged to face away firom the body, and 
having a first right lateral edge and a first left lateral edge, 
a right front segment of buoyant material, having a third side arranged to face towards a 
body of a user of the device, a fourth side arranged to face away from the body, a 
second right lateral edge and a second left lateral edge, the right front segment 
attached to the back segment near the first right lateral edge and the second right 
lateral edge; 

a left front segment of buoyant material, having a fifth side arranged to face towards a 
body of a user of the device, and a sixth side arranged to face away from the body, a 
third right lateral edge and third left lateral edge, the left front segment attached to 
the back segment near the first left lateral edge and the third left lateral edge, the 
left front segment arranged to be detachably linked to the right front segment near 
the second left lateral edge and the third right lateral edge; 

a back cover of stretchable fabric arranged to cover at least a portion of the second side; 

a right front cover of stretchable fabric arranged to cover at least a portion of the fourth 
side; 

a left front cover of stretchable fabric arranged to cover at least a portion of the sixth 
side; 

at least one belt, arranged to encircle the body, sandwiched between at least a portion of 
the back cover and the back segment, sandwiched between at least a portion of the 
right front cover and the right front segment, and sandwiched between at least a 
portion of the left front cover and the left front segment, the at least one belt 
stitched at at least one location to the back cover, stitched at at least one location to 
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the right front cover, and stitched at at least one location to the left front cover, 
wherein the belt passes through the right front cover at at least two locations. 

39. (Original): The system of Claim 33 wherein the belt is stitched to the right front 
cover near the at least two locations where the belt passes through the right front cover. 

40. (Original): The system of Claim 29, wherein the belt is stitched to the left front 
cover at at least two locations. 

41. (Original): The system of Claim 36, wherein the left front cover includes a first 
right edge, and a first left edge, and the belt is stitched to the cover near the first right edge and 
the first left edge. 

42. (Previously Amended); A personal flotation device, the device comprising: 

a back segment of buoyant material, having a first side arranged to face towards a body 
of a user of the device, and a second side arranged to face away from the body, and 
having a first right lateral edge and a first left lateral edge, 

a right front segment of buoyant material, having a third side arranged to face towards a 
body of a user of the device, a fourth side arranged to face away from the body, a 
second right lateral edge and a second left lateral edge, the right front segment 
attached to the back segment near the first right lateral edge and the second right 
lateral edge; 

a left front segment of buoyant material, having a fifth side arranged to face towards a 



body of a user of the device, and a sixth side arranged to face away from the body, a 
third right lateral edge and third left lateral edge, the left front segment attached to 
the back segment near the first left lateral edge and the third left lateral edge, the 
left front segment arranged to be detachably linked to the right front segment near . 
the second left lateral edge and the third right lateral edge; 
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a back cover of stretchable fabric arranged to cover at least a portion of the second side; 
a right front cover of stretchable fabric arranged to cover at least a portion of the fourth 
side; 

a left front cover of stretchable fabric arranged to cover at least a portion of the sixth 
side; 

at least one belt, arranged to encircle the body, sandwiched between at least a portion of 
the biack cover and the back segment, sandwiched between at least a portion of the 
right front cover and the right front segment, and sandwiched between at least a 
portion of the left front cover and the left front segment, the at least one belt 
stitched at at least one location to the back cover, stitched at at least one location to 
the right front cover, and stitched at at least one location to the left front cover 
wherein the belt passes through the left front cover at at least two locations. 

43. (Original): The system of Claim 42 wherein the belt is stitched to the left front 
cover near the at least two locations where the belt passes through the left front cover. 

44. (Currently Amended): A method for covering a belt on a personal floatation 
device, comprising: 

arranging a cover over a buoyant material 

sandwiching at least a portion of a belt between a portion of the cover and the buoyant 
material; 

passing the belt through the cover at at least one location; and 

stitchmg the belt to the cover Heap adjacent the at least one location that it passes 
through the cover. 

45. (Original): The method of Claim 44, wherein arranging the cover over the 
buoyant material includes stretching the cover over the buoyant material 
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46. (Original): The method of Claim 44, further comprising passing the belt through 
the cover at at least one penetration. 

47. (Currently Amended): A personal flotation device, the device comprising: 

a plurality of segments of buoyant material, each segment having a first side arranged 
to face towards a body of a user of the device, and a second side arranged to face 
away from the body, and each segment having a right lateral edge and a left lateral 
edge, 

a cover of stretchable fabric arranged to cover the first side of the plurality of segments 

of buoyant material; and 
at least one belt, arranged to encircle the body, and arranged to pass though the cover at 

a plurality of locations, the at least one belt being stitched to the cover neap adjacent 

the locations that it passes through the cover. 

48. (Original): The system of Claim 47, wherein the at least one belt is stitched to the 
cover near the plurality of locations where the at least one belt passes through the cover. 

49. (Original): The system of Claim 48, wherein the at least one belt is stitched to the 
cover near the right lateral edge and the left lateral edge of at least one segment of buoyant 
material. 

50. (Original): The system of Claim 47, wherein the at least one belt passes through 
the cover near the right lateral edge and the left lateral edge of at least one segment of buoyant 
material. 
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REMARKS 



This Amendment responds to the Final Office Action mailed April 5, 2005 in which the 
Examiner rejected Claims 1-8, 10-28, and 44-50 and allowed Claims 29-43. By way of 
response, Applicant has amended Claims 1, 26, 44, and 47. Applicant will address each of the 
rejections in the order presented in the Office Action. 



The Examiner's rejections of the claims herein are based on 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) and 
103(a). All such rejections rely on either the Brown reference by itself (U.S. Patent No. 
2,363,639) or a combination of Brown with other references, such as Khanamirian or Steger et 
al Applicant thanks the Examiner for his clarification that he considers "near" to be relative 
term such that the claims read on the Brown reference. 

As discussed in the Applicant's previous amendment, Brown discloses belt stitching at 
the back of a life jacket with straps that exit the jacket on the firont. In contrast, the Applicant has 
shown and described the stitching as being at or near the openings in the vest cover. Thus, on 
pages 3 and 4 of the present specification (from page 3, line 33 through page 4, line 9), Applicant 
discusses the desirability of stitching near the location where the straps pass through the cover. 
The figures show a preferred embodiment of where the stitching is employed. As described in 
the specification, such stitching near where the straps pass through the cover provides a smooth 
surface to the vest and also reduces the opportunity for snagging. This would not be the case 
with the life preserver disclosed in Brown since the stitching is relatively remote fi-om the 
openings. 

To further clarify the claims to address the Examiner's concern that the stitching cannot 
be interpreted as being "neaf' when it is arranged relative to the openings as shown in Brown, 
Applicant has amended the independent claims to indicate that the belt is stitched to the cover 
"adjacent" the location where the belt passes through the cover. Applicant notes that Claim 15, 



SECTION 102(b) and 103(a) REJECTIONS 
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while not currently amended, contain the language "approximately adjacent." Thus, Applicant 
believes that all claims clearly set forth the subject matter of the invention in a manner that 
addresses the Examiner*s concern regarding relative terms. 
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ALLOWABLE CLAIMS 
Applicant thanks the Examiner for his indication that Claims 29-43 are allowable. 

CONCLUSION 

Based on the remarks and clarifying amendments set forth herein, Applicant submits that 
all claims define over the prior art of record and request an early Notice of Allowance. If any 
further questions remain, Examiner is invited to telephone Applicant's attorney at the number 
listed below. 



Respectfully submitted, 
Black Lowe & Graham''''^ 




Direct Dial: 206.957.2490 
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